‘German telecom glant
-comes to India -

Deutsche Telecom -

i TECON), a subsidiary of the giant
TELEKOM, a DM 38 billion Ger-
man Goyernment company, has set

its eyes on expansion of telecom net- itogether of Ja

- work in India in a big way.

The start, interestingly is to be
with Punjab. DETECON has joined
hands with Fujitsu, the Japanese
telecom multinational and two Indi-
an partners — Government of Pun-
jab and the Virgo group — to set up
a joint venture which is to invest Rs
1000-crore in expanding telecom
network in Punjab during the next
three years.

An MoU to this effect was signed
in Bonn last week between DE-
TECON and Virgo who also rrgn
sented Fujitsu and the Punjab

NEW DELHI Dec. 29 (IPA) ernment. The other shareholders of
DE- DETECON . are the two largest

banks of Germany, viz. Deutsche
Bank and Dresdner Bank.

What has facilitated this coming
ese and German
telecom giants 1s that Fujitsu already
has a joint venture company, Fujitsu
India Telecom Ltd. in which the
Punjab State Electronics Board and
Virgo group are partaers. The Fujit-
su company is setting up the first
private digital electronic switching
systems factory at Mohali, Punjab,
with a Rs 110-crore investment.

The new joint venture with DE-
TECON will harness a vast resource
base opening up plans for a major
expansion of telecom facilities in:
Punjab. One of the richest States of

~ the country, Punjab will also have

_ the best telecom facilities available
"anywhere in the world. Moreover,
the backup of such financial strength
of the leading German banks will
ensure that this new joint venture
will have the opportunities to set up
such facilities in other States also.

In Punjab, the new joint venture
will aim at ensuring widespread tele-
com facilities, the network reachin
out to rural areas, which in Punja
are already the most developed in
the country. The traditional cable or
the wireless route will be used, de-
pending on the requirement of the
subscriber.

Sources of the German-Japanese-
Punjab joint venture say, within two
years of their launching operations,
a subscriber in Punjab will get tele-
phone connection in just four weeks
of making an application. DE-
TECON vast experience in
rapid development of telecom-
munication network both in West .
and East Germany, where it is oper-
ating 35 million lines. The new joint
venture is expected to bring all this
expertise to India.



